
We hope that you and your families and friends 
are staying well and safe during this difficult 
time, and we want to remind you that if you are 
in need of or are able to offer non-emergency 
assistance, we have formed a Neighborhood 
Aid Network where neighbors can sign up to 
help each other out with non-emergency needs 
at the link displayed on the next slide… 

Neighborhood Aid Network



Neighborhood Aid Network

Please sign up to offer or request assistance at:

https://tinyurl.com/Pway
Neighbors

https://tinyurl.com/PwayNeighbors


Recently the Network has partnered with Zion Hill Baptist 
Church (ZHBC) to distribute food to those who need 
assistance. 

We are collecting donations of non-perishable food items on 
Thoughtful Thursdays on an ongoing basis to make weekly 
drop-offs at ZHBC. 

They have continued their efforts to get food to the needy 
during this difficult time, and we thank them and Pastor 
Hampton for their dedication to serving the needs of our 
community!

Thoughtful Thursdays



We have set up locations in each Ward where 
donations of food can be dropped off. 

There will be a bin to collect donations at each of 
these locations, either in the driveway, or, if it is 
raining, on the front porch, and dropoffs can be 
made at any time. Dropoff locations are on the next 
slide…

Thoughtful Thursdays
Food Donation Drop Off Locations



Thoughtful Thursdays
Food Donation Drop Off Locations

Ward 1: 411 New Market Rd

Ward 2: 10 Seward Ave

Ward 3: 233 Ellis Parkway or 
102 Stratton St South

Ward 4: 24 Ross Hall Blvd. North



Today we are going to discuss how Piscataway 
residents are being intentionally misled about 
what is going on with their property taxes with 
all the talk about “tax rates going down”. 

But first, let’s take a look at another obvious 
lie….



An Obvious Lie

The Claim: the Community Center is being built 
with “no residents’ tax monies”

The Fact: The money to pay for construction 
comes from property tax receipts, which are 
your tax dollars. (Property tax and PILOT 
payments go to the same general fund) 



Don’t get us wrong. We’re happy that the Community Center is FINALLY getting 
built, something like 40 years after they first started talking about it. And we 
are proud to have been a part of the 2017 campaign where we pointed out 
how ridiculous it was that it wasn’t built yet and put pressure on them to do 
something.

But even when they do something good, they can’t help but lie about it. 
Consider the claim they have been making recently, that “the Township is 
building the $32 million dollar YMCA with ‘no residents’ tax monies’”.

No residents’ tax monies? Where is the money coming from? Is it falling from 
the sky? Are they harvesting it from a money tree growing outside the 
municipal building that we didn’t know about?

Of course not. The money to pay for construction comes from property tax 
receipts, which are your tax dollars, period. Why not just be straightforward 
about that? Why does everything have to get all twisted up in politician-speak, 
which is that strange language that produces phrases like “residents’ tax 
monies”?



At best they are trying to say that there is money to pay for 
the Community Center coming in from the PILOT payments on 
new development and that your taxes aren’t going up. Now, 
we have already discussed at length how the PILOT tax 
giveaways are a scam, (see the videos and presentation 
slides at):

https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates

But that is beside the point. The point is that property tax 
payments and PILOT payments all go into the same general 
fund, and that fund is used to pay for things. And the dollars 
in that fund are your tax dollars. And the further point, as we 
are about to demonstrate, is that your taxes are in fact going 
up.

https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates


WHAT’S WAHLER HIDING?



The Township says my 
tax rate is going 
down. 

So why do my 
taxes keep going 
up??



DON’T BE FOOLED!

As usual,
Mayor 
Wahler
is only giving 
you half the 
story…



There are TWO factors in calculating your property tax:

1) The TAX RATE that Wahler boasts is getting lower

AND

2) The ASSESSED VALUE assigned to your property                
by the Township in its revaluation process 

Understanding your property taxes

➔Property Tax  = Tax Rate × Assessed Value



An example:

2019 Property Assessment: $300,000

2019 Property Tax Rate (Municipal Purposes): 0.623%

2019 Tax (Municipal Portion) = $300,000 X 0.623% = $1,869

vs.

2020 Property Assessment: $330,000

2020 Property Tax Rate (Municipal Purposes): 0.623%

2020 Tax (Municipal Portion) = $330,000 X 0.623% = $2,055

The tax rate stayed the same, but your taxes went up 
because the assessment went up!

Understanding your property taxes

➔Property Tax  = Tax Rate × Assessed Value



Example continued:

• From 2019 to 2020, the taxes increased $186
[$2055 in 2020 minus $1869 in 2019 = $186]

• The percentage increase = 10%
[$186/$1869]

The tax rate stayed the same, but your taxes went up, 
by the same percentage your assessment went up!

Understanding your property taxes

➔Property Tax  = Tax Rate × Assessed Value



The actual record of Piscataway 
property tax increases

…starts with digging deep into the records 
required under NJ state law:

To view user friendly budgets 
for your town, go to the NJ 
Dept. of Community Affairs 

Website at:

https://tinyurl.com/NJUFBs
or

nj.gov/dca/divisons/dlgs/resou
rces/fiscal_rpts.shtml

https://tinyurl.com/NJUFBs




We went through the 
required budgets reports…

“                  “                   



Comparing tax rates vs. 
actual tax payment impacts

Tax Year 2015



Note that the tax rate line (what happened to your tax rate), 
and the tax impact line (what happened to the actual taxes 
you paid), are two different things entirely. Because:

➔Property Tax  = Tax Rate × Assessed Value

In tax years like 2015, 16, and 17, where there is not a 
revaluation, the change in the tax rate will often equal the 
change in the tax impact.



Tax Year 2016

Comparing tax rates vs. 
actual tax payment impacts



Tax Year 2017

Comparing tax rates vs. 
actual tax payment impacts



Now, let’s see what happened in tax year 
2018….



Tax Year 2018

Comparing tax rates vs. 
actual tax payment impacts



This is where the revaluation scam started, and one of the purposes of 
it is to make it harder for you to tell what is actually going on. Between 
2017 and 2018, as shown here, the Tax RATE did actually decrease by 
12.53%. That is the 12% decrease they keep talking about on their 
website, and their newsletters, and we’re sure they will keep talking 
about it in their glossy campaign mailers, even though it will make them 
look foolish because you will know the truth.

And the truth is that at the same time the Tax Rate went down 12.53% 
between 2017 and 2018, the actual taxes PAID by the average 
homeowner went UP 2.31%. How did this happen? 

You already know the answer – because of the revaluation the average 
tax ASSESSMENT went UP MORE than the tax RATE went down. Because 
tax rate times assessment equals the actual tax you pay.



Tax Year 2019

Comparing tax rates vs. 
actual tax payment impacts



As you can see, in the 2019 User Friendly Budget they 
submitted, the tax impact information just isn’t filled 
in. And even if you used the prior year number from 
the previous slide, it wouldn’t produce the correct 
year over year tax increase anyway.

But we’ve gone ahead and calculated it, so here is 
what happened:



What’s happened in 2019?

Between 2018 and 2019, the 
municipal taxes on the average 
homeowner went up another 

1.92%, even thought the tax rate 
showed another slight decrease.



What’s going to happen in 
2020?

• Municipal taxes for the average 
homeowner will go up again,

• even if the tax rate stays the 
same,

• because the assessments keep 
going up every year!



Taxes Paid vs. Tax Rates
In the five year period 2015-2019, 

the Tax Rate went down 8.41%, 
or an average of 1.68% per year, 

while actual taxes went up 8.82%, 
or an average of 1.76% per year.



What’s with the ASSESSMENTS?

• Every year vs. typical revaluations at 5, 10 and 
even 20 year intervals in other towns

• Significant errors, including 

$100,000 jumps 

in assessed

values, even

without  home 

improvements



Check your property assessments!

• If the Township has over-assessed your property, 
you may be paying higher taxes than you should.

• If you feel that your property is assessed for more 
than it is worth, the deadline to file a tax appeal 
has been extended until at least June 8th!



How did we calculate the 2019 average tax 
increase when it wasn’t included in the User 
Friendly Budget?

Property tax data is public information, and it is 
downloadable from the state at the website on 
the next slide:



https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/
lpt/TaxListSearchPublicWebpage.shtml

https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/lpt/TaxListSearchPublicWebpage.shtml


Downloading that data enables you to build your own 
property tax information database for any town in 
New Jersey.

That is not necessarily easy to do, so we created and 
posted a guide on how to do it here:

https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates

https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates


On the webpage at: 
https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates
Click on the link that says “How to Build a Property Tax Database” to 
bring up the instructions PDF.

https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates


We built a database for all 13,500+ residential properties in Piscataway 
for Tax Year 2019. From there the math is simple. Because the tax rate 
stayed the same between 2018 and 2019, the change in actual taxes 
paid is the percentage difference between the 2018 and 2019 assessed 
values.



We will continue this presentation next week 
with a closer look at the tax appeal process and 
the potential over-assessing (and therefore 
over-taxing) implications of yearly revaluations.



Today’s program will be posted at:
https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-

candidates

Where you can find our past programs on:

For more information, you can read our Platform at:
https://tinyurl.com/PwayPlatform

• PILOT Tax Giveaways
• Environmental Issues & Community 

Energy Aggregation 
• Open Government for All

https://www.pwayprogressives.com/2020-candidates
https://tinyurl.com/PwayPlatform


What do YOU think?

We’re not Career Politicians on the Inside.

We’re the Dems On YOUR Side.  
We invite you to take an online community survey to tell us 

about your concerns and priorities for Township action:

https://tinyurl.com/PWAYSurvey



We invite Piscataway 
voters to Get Involved:

• Unplug the Smith-Wahler political machine.

• Start the term limit process now:

➢ Elect new town leaders!

To Get Involved with the Dems on Your Side Campaign go to:

https://tinyurl.com/SupportPWAY2020

To Donate to the Dems on Your Side Campaign go to:

https://tinyurl.com/PWAY2020Donate



The Dems on YOUR Side!

Bill Irwin

Candidate for Mayor

Kamuela Tillman

Candidate for Council
Ralph Johnson

Candidate for Council

Laura Leibowitz
Candidate for Council

Thank you for viewing our presentation! Please remember to VOTE IN THE 
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY ON JULY 7TH. We will be located in Column A on the ballot.

We want to hear from you! Please send you questions and comments to:

PWAYProgressives@gmail.com


